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EU to tap frozen 
Russian assets to 
fund Ukraine
BRUSSELS

EUROPEAN Union leaders are about to at-
tempt something they’ve never tried before. 
The chances of  failure are significant. 
Their actions this week could set dangerous 
precedents and a wrong move could under-
mine trust among the bloc’s 27 member 
countries for years to come. At a summit 
starting on Thursday, many of  the leaders 
will press for tens of  billions of  euros in 
frozen Russian assets held in Europe to be 
used to meet Ukraine’s economic and mili-
tary needs for the next two years. Ukraine 
is on the verge of  bankruptcy. The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund estimates that it will 
require a total of  137 billion euros ($160 bil-
lion) in 2026 and 2027. It must get the money 
by spring. The EU has pledged to come up 
with the funds, one way or another.

“One thing is very, very clear,” European 
Commission President Ursula von der Ley-
en told EU lawmakers on Wednesday. “We 
have to take the decision to fund Ukraine 
for the next two years in this European 
Council.” European Council President 
António Costa, who will chair the summit, 
has vowed to keep the leaders negotiating 
until an agreement is reached, even if  it 
takes days.                                                        AP

MOSCOW

RUSSIAN President Vladimir 
Putin warned on Wednesday 
that Moscow will seek to ex-
tend its gains in Ukraine if  
Kyiv and its Western allies re-
ject the Kremlin’s demands in 
peace talks.

US President Donald Trump 
has unleashed an extensive dip-
lomatic push to end nearly four 
years of  fighting following Rus-
sia’s full-scale invasion of  
Ukraine in February 2022, but 
Washington’s efforts have run 
into sharply conflicting de-
mands by Moscow and Kyiv.

Speaking at an annual meet-
ing with top military officers, 
Putin said Moscow would prefer 
to achieve its goals and “elimi-
nate the root causes of  the con-
flict” by diplomatic means, but 
he added that “if  the opposing 
side and its foreign patrons 

refuse to engage in substantive 
dialogue, Russia will achieve 
the liberation of  its historical 
lands by military means.”

Ukraine and its Western allies 
regards Russia’s actions as a 
violation of  its sovereignty and 

an unprovoked act of  aggres-
sion. Putin claimed that “the 
Russian army has seized and is 
firmly holding strategic initia-
tive all along the front line” and 
warned that Moscow will move 
to expand a “buffer security 
zone” alongside the Russian bor-
der. “Our troops are different 
now, they are battle-hardened 
and there is no other such army 
in the world now,” he said.

Putin praised Russia’s grow-
ing military might and noted the 
modernization of  its atomic ar-
senal, including the new nucle-
ar-capable intermediate range 
Oreshnik ballistic missile. AP

Putin rejects compromise on Ukraine
Moscow would prefer to 
eliminate the root causes of 
the conflict by diplomatic 
means but if they refuse to 
engage in substantive 
dialogue, we will achieve 
liberation of its historical 
lands by military means

                     Vladimir Putin, Russian President

1,600+
people have been killed in attacks on health 
centres in Sudan this year, WHO chief says

 LR:  Light Rain  HR:  Heavy Rain  LS:  Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC:  Light Cloud  SNY:  Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Beijing 29 19 SNY
Colombo 29 23 TDS
Dhaka 27 16 TDS
Dubai 26 22 SNY
Houston 30 23 TDS
Istanbul 33 21 SNY
London 12 8 SNY

Los Angeles  20  12 SNY
Melbourne  17   5 LC
Moscow  4   2 SNY
New York   2 -3 SNY
Singapore  27 25 TDS
Toronto -6  -8 SNY
Washington  3  -2 SNY

Trump expands 
travel ban and 
restrictions to 
20 more nations 
NEW YORK

THE Trump administration 
has expanded its travel ban and 
restrictions to 20 additional na-
tions as well as the Palestinian 
Authority as part of  its efforts
to “protect US national security 
and public safety interests”.

Donald Trump signed a proc-
lamation on Tuesday expand-
ing and strengthening entry 
restrictions on nationals from 
countries with ‘demonstrated, 
persistent, and severe deficien-
cies’ in screening, vetting, and 
information-sharing to protect 
America from national securi-
ty and public safety threats.

The proclamation said these 
measures are necessary to pre-
vent the entry of  foreign nation-
als about whom the US “lacks 
sufficient information to assess 
the risks they pose, garner coop-
eration from foreign govern-
ments, enforce our immigration 
laws, and advance other impor-
tant foreign policy, national se-
curity, and counterterrorism 
objectives.” 

It imposed partial restrictions 
and entry limitations on 15 ad-
ditional countries - Angola, An-
tigua and Barbuda, Benin, Cote 
d’Ivoire, Dominica, Gabon, The 
Gambia, Malawi, Mauritania, 
Nigeria, Senegal, Tanzania, 
Tonga, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.
Full entry restrictions were also 
imposed on nationals of  Burki-
na Faso, Mali, Niger. PTI

WASHINGTON

CHINA is exploiting part-
nerships with US research-
ers funded by the Depart-
ment of  Energy to provide 
the Chinese military with 
access to sensitive nuclear 
technology and other inno-
vations with economic and 
national security applica-
tions, according to a con-
gressional report pub-
lished  on Wednesday.

The authors of  the re-
port say the US must do 
more to protect high-tech 
research and ensure that 
the results of  taxpayer-
funded work don’t end up 
benefiting Beijing. They 
recommended several 
changes to better protect 
scientific research in the 
US, including new policies 
for the Department of  En-
ergy to use when deciding 
whether to fund work that 
i n v o l v e s  C h i n e s e 
partnerships.

The investigation is part 
of  a congressional push to 
raise a firewall blocking US 
research from boosting Chi-
na’s military buildup when 
the two countries are locked 
in a tech and arms rivalry 
that will shape the future 
global order.  AP

Report flags 
China tapping 
US nuke data  
to aid military 

SYDNEY

ONE of  the gunmen in Sydney’s 
Bondi Beach massacre was 
charged with 59 offenses includ-
ing 15 charges of  murder on 
Wednesday, as hundreds of  
mourners gathered in Sydney to 
begin funerals for the victims.

Two shooters slaughtered 15 
people on Sunday in an antise-
mitic mass shooting targeting 
Jews celebrating Hanukkah at 
Bondi Beach, and more than 20 
other people are still being 
treated in hospitals. All of  
those killed by the gunmen 
who have been identified so far 
were Jewish. As investigations 
unfold, Australia faces a social 
and political reckoning about 
antisemitism, gun control and 
whether police protections for 
Jews at events such as Sun-
day’s were sufficient for the 
threats they faced.

Naveed Akram, the 24-year-
old alleged shooter, was charged 
on Wednesday after waking 
from a coma in a Sydney hospi-
tal, where he has been since po-
lice shot him and his father at 
Bondi. His father Sajid Akram, 
50, died at the scene. The charg-
es include one count of  murder 
for each fatality and one count 
of committing a terrorist act, 
police said. Akram was also 
charged with 40 counts of  caus-
ing harm with intent to murder 
in relation to the wounded and 
with placing an explosive near 
a building with intent to cause 
harm. Police said the Akrams’ 
car, which was found at the 
crime scene, contained impro-

vised explosive devices.
Akram’s lawyer did not enter 

pleas and did not request his 
client’s release on bail during a 
video court appearance from 
his hospital bed, a court state-
ment said. Akram is being rep-
resented by Legal Aid NSW, 
which has a policy of  refusing 
media comment on behalf  of  
clients. He is expected to re-
main under police guard in 
hospital until he is well enough 
to be transferred to a prison.

Families from Sydney’s close-
knit Jewish community gath-
ered, one after another, to begin 
to bury their dead. 

The victims of  the attack 
ranged in age from a 10-year-
old girl to an 87-year-old Holo-
caust survivor. Jews are usual-
ly buried within 24 hours from 
their deaths, but funerals have 
been delayed by coroner’s 
investigations. 

The first farewelled was Eli 
Schlanger, 41, a husband and 
father of  five who served as the 
assistant rabbi at Chabad-Lu-
bavitch of  Bondi. AP

Gunman in Bondi 
attack charged 
with 59 offences
Families gathered in Sydney as funerals 
began for the victims of the Beach massacre

Naveed Akram
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