
DHAKA

BANGLADESH held the funeral 
of  prominent youth leader Shar-
if  Osman Hadi on Saturday 
drawing a large number of peo-
ple in the capital amid extra-
tight security after his death 
triggered unrest across the coun-
try. Interim government Chief  
Adviser Muhammad Yunus 
along with his advisory council 
members and Army chief  Gen-
eral Waker-uz-Zaman attended 
the funeral for the 32-year-old 
spokesperson of  ‘Inqilab Man-
cha’ held at the South Plaza of  
Parliament complex at Manik 
Mia Avenue.

Yunus spoke briefly ahead of  
the janaza (funeral prayers) even 
as politicians representing 
former prime minister Khaleda 
Zia’s Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP), Jamaat-e-Islami 
and student-led National Citizen 
Party (NCP) joined the prayers.

The country is also observing 
a day of  state mourning follow-
ing the death of  Hadi, who was 
one of  the prominent leaders of  
the student-led protests last year, 
which led to the ouster of  prime 
minister Sheikh Hasina-led Awa-
mi League government. A candi-
date for the scheduled February 
12 general elections, Hadi was 
shot in the head on December 12 
by masked gunmen as he initi-
ated his election campaign at 
central Dhaka’s Bijoynagar area. 
He died while undergoing treat-
ment in Singapore on Thursday.

According to television foot-
age, the janaza was held after 

Hadi’s body was brought after an 
autopsy at  the state -run 
Suhrawardy Hospital. Hadi’s 
elder brother Abu Bakar con-
ducted the janaza and soon after 
the ritual, the body was quickly 
brought to Dhaka University 
campus under stringent security 
escorts for burial. The grave was 
dug overnight beside the mauso-
leum of  Bangladesh’s national 
poet Kazi Nazrul Islam.

“In line with the earlier an-
nouncement, the body was not 
kept for public viewing and only 
select people were allowed to wit-
ness the burial,” a police officer 
said. Police allowed tens of  thou-
sands of  people to join the funer-
al prayers and ahead of  the ritu-
al, who chanted slogans against 
India like ‘Delhi or Dhaka ‘ Dha-
ka, Dhaka’ and ‘brother Hadi’s 
blood will not be allowed to go in 
vain.’

Violent protests rocked Dhaka 
and major cities after the an-
nouncement of  Hadi’s death on 
Thursday at a Singapore hospi-
tal six days after gunmen shot 
him. Hadi particularly drew the 
political limelight launching his 
radical rightwing cultural group 
‘Inquilab Mancha’ after the last 
year’s violent street campaign, 
dubbed July Uprising. PTI
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Slain youth leader 
laid to rest amid 
tight security  
Funeral attended by interim leaders and rival 
parties, as the country observes state mourning

DOJ opened files, 
still remain unclear
WASHINGTON

THE Justice Department released thou-
sands of  files Friday from its investigation 
into convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein 
even as it acknowledged that its documents 
disclosure about the wealthy financier, 
known for his connections to President 
Donald Trump and other influential peo-
ple, was incomplete.

The records arrived with public anticipa-
tion that they could offer the most detailed 
look yet at nearly two decades worth of  gov-
ernment investigations into Epstein’s sexu-
al abuse of  young women and underage 
girls. But it remained unclear. AP

Imran Khan & 
wife gets 17 yr 
jail detention
ISLAMABAD

PAKISTAN’s former prime 
minister Imran Khan and 
his wife Bushra Bibi sen-
tenced to 17 years in jail by 
court on Saturday in Tosha-
khana 2 corruption case. 

Khan, 73, has been in jail 
since August 2023, faces 
multiple cases launched 
against him since his oust-
er from power in April 2022. 
The Toshakhana 2 case in-
volves alleged fraud.  AP

IF YOU’RE GOING 
THROUGH HELL, KEEP 
GOING ❯ WINSTON CHURCHILL


